
 

 
2021 National Ag Day Student Program 
Congressional Meeting Discussion Topic 
 
Alexander Graham Bell’s invention of the telephone in the late 1800’s was a revolution in the 
way that the world connected. Through the early 1900’s, the race to connect the homes dotted 
across the rural landscape remain vivid as stories told through history books, movies, and TV 
shows. The way America is currently grappling with equitable internet connectivity showcases 
that technological advances since have led to drastic changes in the way the world views 
connectivity, but many challenges remain. 
 
Some facts: 

• A Brookings Research report released in May 2020 estimated that tens of millions of 
Americans do not have or cannot afford access to quality internet. 

• The 2020 Broadband Development Report from the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) noted that those underserved were predominately in rural areas. 

• Low-income Americans, especially those in urban areas, are also highly affected with an 
inability to afford sometimes high monthly bills for quality internet download speeds. 

• Multiple studies indicate a positive relationship between broadband access and 
economic success for communities. 

• Advocates generally consider quality broadband at a minimum download speed of 25 
mpbs (megabytes per second). There are numerous free apps and websites where you 
can test your current connection speed for a comparison. 

• In 2019, J.D. Power estimated that 1 in 10 Americans used telehealth services. This 
number is expected to be much higher through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• While studies vary, it’s estimated that over half of all US elementary and secondary 
students started the 2020-2021 school year virtually. Further, approximately 12 million 
students do not have access to internet at home. 

 
Some solutions: 

• Investment from the federal government: It’s estimated that the cost to provide equal 
access to broadband will cost approximately $80 billion. The US Legislature and Federal 
Government have invested in broadband already, but it hasn’t met the full need.  

• Support state initiatives: Many states have worked to chip away at this issue 
independently. The support from the federal government is essential. Coordination 
amongst efforts is essential for these limited resources. This includes the opportunity for 
private investment. 

• Updated Mapping: Current and accurate information about access will allow for more 
targeted and effective broadband deployment. 

 
Equal and equitable broadband access is highly agreed to from both political parties. The issue 
has traversed Presidential administrations. Through Ag Day 2021, we hope to continue to shine 
a light on this important policy issue and continue to share stories to encourage further action. 


